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SUPPORTING EARLY CAREER RESEARCHERS

A strong pipeline of capability will be critical to deliver on-farm agricultural greenhouse gas emissions reduction technologies.  The Ag Emissions Centre (AgEC; formerly the New Zealand Agricultural Greenhouse Gas Research Centre, NZAGRC), in partnership with MPI has launched a multi-year post-doctoral fellowship programme for Early Career Researchers to help meet that need.
Applications are sought from New Zealand research entities (e.g. universities, Public Research Organisations, other research providers) to host one or more post-doctoral fellows, with fellowships lasting for a maximum of two years. The programme will be open to organisations working on funded projects focused on reducing agricultural greenhouse gas emissions (methane and nitrous oxide). The primary applicant must be a New Zealand entity though collaborations with international researchers are welcome; however, the fellow must spend at least 60% of their time in New Zealand. The fellowships will be open to New Zealand and international candidates. 
The application process will identify:
· Research project/s currently being funded that focus on research towards reducing New Zealand’s agricultural methane and nitrous oxide emissions
· Potential supervisors, co-supervisors or mentors
· Support resources available to fellows
· Expected start and end dates
Several priority areas have been identified: rumen microbiology/nutrition/physiology/immunology for research into enteric methane reduction, and a better understanding of soil nitrous oxide emission processes that can aid in the development of new nitrous oxide mitigation technologies. To support developing enteric methane and nitrous oxide mitigation technologies, both research using computational biology and bioinformatics will also be considered.

TIMELINE AND PROCESS
1) October 15th 2025 - applications open
2) November 15th 2025 - applications close
3) November 15th - 30th 2025 - review of applications by a Panel. The Panel will consist of members from the AgEC, academia and MPI. Applications will be scored on a) the capability the project will build and how the successful post-doc would be supported, b) how the project aligns with and builds on existing NZ efforts in agricultural GHG mitigation research, and c) the quality of the research proposed
4) November 30th 2025 – January 31st 2026 – three successful projects are notified and contract negotiations proceed. Signing is anticipated by the end of January 2026.  Fellows are expected to be in place by June 30th 2026. Fellow eligibility criteria will be stipulated in contract.

FUNDING

Funding for the fellowship will be for up to 2 years and $420k in total:

	Salary and research related costs
	$110,000 per year

	Hosting/overheads
	$100,000 per year



DISCLAIMER
The AgEC reserves the right to withdraw or amend this document and/or the timelines within it. For enquiries, please email postdoc@nzagrc.org.nz
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